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Why do you travel the corridor?
Cheltenham Avenue is a major access route High use by pedestrians and bicyclists Access to Schools, Libraries, & Activities Everyday Errands and Community Activities Recreation & Park Access 

Cheltenham Avenue is functioning beyond 
what its current design and operations can 
safely support, particularly given school 
traffic, multimodal demand, and high 
operating speeds. Drivers do not view the 
issues as isolated but rather as systemic, 
with La Salle College High School acting as 
a focal stressor within a corridor already 
challenged by geometry, maintenance, and 
incomplete infrastructure.

Cheltenham Avenue is a vital, 
heavily used corridor (for 
driving, biking, walking, and 
accessing major destinations) 
but many users express serious 
safety and congestion concerns.

Respondents were generally in support of 
improvements to the corridor that focused 
on improving safety, reducing speeding, 
improving access to driveways, enhancing 
the transit experience, and beautification. 
Most respondents did not feel that on-
street parking should be prioritized.

How should improvements be prioritized?
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Improvements should enhance the 
safety of all users

Many respondents use the corridor because it is one of the only 
viable connections in or out of neighborhoods or to reach major 
roadways:

Many currently or would like to travel by foot or bicycle but many 
have concerns about safety. Seen as an important connection to 
local parks and low traffic bike routes.

Respondents frequently use the corridor to reach:

•	 Children’s activities

•	 Springfield Township Library

•	 La Salle High School

•	 Various schools and community programs

Several mentioned using the corridor for:

•	 Shops and services

•	 Churches/synagogues and weekly activities

•	 Visiting family

•	 Recreation and sightseeing

Many respondents use or cross Cheltenham Ave 
specifically to reach green spaces: 

•	 Wissahickon Park

•	 Cresheim Trail (with the corridor dividing sections)

•	 Biking to/from regional trails

•	 Running routes along the corridor

The corridor functions as a critical mobility spine for both local 
and regional travel.

There is strong bicyclist and pedestrian demand paired with 
a clear need for safer crossings and traffic calming.

The corridor supports frequent family and youth-oriented 
travel.

The corridor serves broad everyday local travel needs, not 
just commute traffic.

The corridor is a key recreation connector, current 
conditions hinder safe access to parks and trails.

Improvements should 
include streetscapes and 
beautification elements 

Improvements should provide 
turn lanes at intersections and 

major driveways 
Improvements should focus on 

vehicular travel
Improvements should provide easier 

and safer access to transit stops

The corridor has too many driveways. 
Some should be eliminated / 

consolidated

Improvements should maintain 
or provide for more on-street 

(curbside) parking

“It is the ONLY 
way into or out of 
my development.”

“Cheltenham 
Ave is a pretty 
busy street to 

cross… would be 
awesome to have 
a safer crossing.”

“I use it to 
access to 

Route 309.”

“I try to avoid 
Cheltenham 

Avenue because 
of the congestion 
and wild drivers.”

“It frightens 
me, even just 

driving.”

“It is practically 
impossible to get to 
Philadelphia without 
crossing Cheltenham 

Avenue.”

How frequently do you travel Cheltenham Avenue?

How do you travel Cheltenham Avenue?
Overall Key Takeaway

Overall Key Takeaway

Overall Key Takeaway

Key Takeaway Key Takeaway Key Takeaway Key Takeaway Key Takeaway

What Challenges do you face as a driver?

What word would 
you use to describe 

Cheltenham Avenue? 

1.	 Speeding and reckless driving are the dominant safety concern

2.	 La Salle College High School is a major source of congestion and risk

3.	 Turning movements are difficult and hazardous throughout the corridor

4.	 Pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure is inadequate and unsafe

5.	 Congestion is highly time‑ and location‑specific

6.	 Roadway geometry, visibility, and environmental conditions worsen risk

7.	 Maintenance, markings, and communication are subpar

What We Heard...

The public survey ran from December 1, 2025 - April 27, 2026 with 594 people participating. The majority of 
respondents say they frequently travel along Cheltenham Avenue, with nearly half reporting they utilize the 
corridor daily or most days of the week and another 28% traveling a few times a week. Although the majority 
of people travel the corridor by car, there are many who walk, bike or ride transit. The corridor is perceived as 
lacking walkability, aesthetic appeal, and a clear identity, with congestion, speeding and poor driver behavior 
cited as major barriers. Top priorities for improvement include calming traffic, enhancing safety for all users, 
and improving access/connections to school, trails, and community resources.



 Priority Intersections

What We Heard...
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Comments by Category Tags

Interactive Public Feedback Map

A pedestrian 
crossing is needed 
to support crossing 

now and in the 
future when 
the Cresheim 
Trail crosses 

Cheltenham Ave

It is unsafe to cross 
here on foot or 

bicycle. It is also 
a primary route 
for cyclists from 
Cheltenham and 

Abington to access 
wissahickon park

Please install a safe 
pedestrian crossing at 

this location to connect 
with the Cresheim Trail, 

which is planned to 
cross Cheltenham Ave. 

between E. Mermaid Ln. 
and W. Waverly Rd.

Safety
Pedestrian 

Concern Bicycle  
Concern

Maintenance 
Issue Transit Access

111 Total Map Comments

9 35

The Waverly Road intersection appears to be priority for 
respondents with 23 total comments including the top 
three comments in terms of “Likes”

Based on number of comments

Overall consensus that Cheltenham Avenue feels unsafe for anyone outside a car—and often unsafe even for 
drivers. Overall, the most consistent themes are the need for traffic calming and speed enforcement, safer 
intersections and turn lanes for all users, major road repairs, and significantly improved pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure, especially in anticipation of increased trail and school-related use.

 Key Takeaways

1.	 Waverly Road

2.	 Paper Mill Road

3.	 Willow Grove Avenue

4.	 Easton Road

5.	 La Salle High School

1.	 Speeding and unsafe driver behavior are the dominant concern.

2.	 Pedestrian safety is compromised due to lack of sidewalks (in 
certain areas) long unprotected crossings, no pedestrian signals 
or inadequate crossing time, and high speed traffic.

3.	 Bicycle infrastructure is inadequate or non existent.

4.	 Left‑turn and intersection operations are a recurring issue.

5.	 Road surface and maintenance conditions are widely criticized.

6.	 School-related traffic creates localized safety/congestion issues.

7.	 Strong desire for safer crossings related to the Cresheim Trail.

8.	 Some concerns about road diets but safety is a shared goal.

# = Number of Map Comments

Driving 
Concern Improvement 

Idea

ADA Access


